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1. AT 19 JANUARY LUNCHEON WITH SOVIET AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV, 

THE THEN UK AMBASSADOR TO BONN, SIR OLIVER WRIGHT HANDED 
ABRASIMOV A COPY OP A WESTERN PROPOSAL POR A CHANGE IN 
THE POUR POWER AGREED PROCEDURE POR THE 
DISPOSITION OP HESS' REMAINS IN THE EVENT OP HIS DEATH 
WHILE IMPRISONED AT SPANDAU. THE PROPOSAL DETAILED A 
PROCEDURE WHEREBY UPON HESS' DEATH HIS BODY WOULDBE 
HANDED OVER TO HIS NEXT OP KIN FOR DISPOSITION OUTSIDE BERLIN; 

THIS WAS IN CONTRAST TO THE TERMS OP THE 1970 AGREEMENT 
WHEREBY UPON HIS DEATH HESS' BODY WOULD BE CREMATED UNDER 
POUR POWER DIRECTION AND HIS ASHES HANDED OVER TO HIS 
NEXT OP KIN. 
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2. AS REPTEL A REPORTED, IT WAS NOT CLEAR WHETHER ABRASIMOV'S 
NEGATIVE RESPONSE AT THETIME WAS DEPINITIVE OR PRELIMINARY. 
ACCORDINGLY IT WAS DECIDED THAT THE ALLIES WOULD 
WAIT AN INTERVAL BEPORE TRYING A FOLLOW-UP ATTHE POLAD- 
KHOTULEV LEVEL. 
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3. ON 16 JUNE BRITISH POLAD RAISED MATTER WITH 
KHOTULEV. ONCE REMINDED OF THE WRIGHT-ABRASIMOV 
DISCUSSION AND THE ALLIED PROPOSAL, KHOTULEV REPLIED 
THAT ABRAISMOV'S NEGATIVE RESPONSE SHLULD BE CON- 
SIDERED FIANL,AND THAT THE MATTER OF DISPOSITION 

OF HESS' REMAINS HAD BEEN STTLED BY THE 1970 
AGREEMENT. 

4. IN KEEPING WITH SCENARIO AGREED 

LAST NOVEMBER (REETEL E), BRITISH WILL NOW GIVE SOVIETS 
WESTERN PROPOSAL OP HOW HESS'DEATH SHOULD BE HANDLED 
WITHIN PRAMEWORK OP 1970 AGREEMENT. THAT AGREEMENT 
DOES NOT COVER SPECIFICS OF WHO SHOULD DO WHAT IN 
THE EVENT. EXERCISE THUS FAR HAS CLARAIFIED EARLIER 
DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER SOVIETS ADHERE TO 1970 AGREE- 
MENT, THEY CLEARLY DO. ALLIED MISSIONS IN BERLIN 
HAVE LONG FELT A NEED TO BE PREPARED FOR THE EVENT 
ITSELP; A CONSIDERATION WHICH UNDERLAY DECISION TO 
APPROACH SOVIETS. 

5. BRITISH AND FRENCH HERE FEEL THEY HAVE AUTHORITY 
TO PROCEED ACCORDING TO PARA 4 ABOVE. BRITISH 

IN BERLIN ARE PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS TO AVOID ANY 
ADDITIONAL LONDON INVOLVEMENT WHICH INVARIABLY 
LEADS TO LONG DELAYS AS NEW SET OF OFFICIALS NEED 
TO BE BRIEFED ON ENTIRE SPANDAU REGIME. WE REQUEST, 
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THEREFORE, THAT CONTENTS THIS TELEGRAM NOT BE 
DISCUSSED WITH BRITISH AND PRENCH REPS OUTSIDE OF 
BERLIN. 

GEORGE 
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